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What to Expect: Literacy
Literacy is learned mainly through interaction with primary 

and secondary documents. Herons & Egrets participate in 

guided analyses of various texts (especially historical texts), 

including vocabulary when appropriate, decoding figurative 

language (especially through our poem of the week), and 

determining author's perspective, purpose, intended 

audience, historical context, etc. of a given text.
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What to Expect: Lit Club
Lit club consists of a selection of literature offerings (various 

choices) to allow for student choice. The weekly reading 

assignments are always about 50 pages. 

We meet 1 time a week for 45-60 mins of document analysis, 

accountability quiz (very brief - 5 questions, 5 mins) to make 

sure people are reading and retaining information. 

The majority of time is spent doing an activity related to the 

reading followed by group discussion/analysis. We also 

sometimes include a writing prompt to practice skills we have 

been studying. 
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Essential Skills
Literacy

● Read and comprehend complex literature

● Consider historical context, author, and audience in analyses

● Create their own examples of a literary device or skill

Lit Club

● Read and comprehend complex literature

● Retain the story thread and major plot points

● Look past the story/plot with an eye to analysis, beyond 
appreciation.
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How We Prepare Students
Literacy: We provide context for previously unseen texts, 

they practice determining themes from a text they are 

reading. They practice writing examples of what they have 

studied, such as synesthesia and theme so that they don’t only 

identify it but can create their own.

Lit Club: They learn to decode symbols, pull out themes, 

identify different types of conflict and cite examples of them. 

They can retain information about their reading, they can 

pace themselves to complete a chunk of reading on time.
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https://sites.google.com/heliosns.org/help/herons-78
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQbbscF6rfXv_WeDJcxdOhNbOik4O_a2gy6d1MeTAC0lUuBp3Ru__ih5l8_HYzUYwCCKxwIYmeGYQhi/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vS1JfvLZeMTvQoMUSlMjEK9sD79HjhEDZVPn_meXfF83C96qQQTP5OcGYe7KoFHMh02woJVuNrcecNm/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSiYo4SKvByRkN56qaYTIAWVLQbhiFTa9xKKlKaiLkImal4IIdD6jHabdVoPR1-ZTwwdaLGRM_uEIIT/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRjKRd0mo6xt-rI4y9HaATwcZ88BrjtiN0QmZD9cyUTWOtgUSIg5CMBjbSP1eQxX3GXUYMETAnQGou-/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR95Eg6hVcpPiKmIKAS03U9JL22ngITQAAzoEqfsfxUwbuI38YWI44BxlIKJT3XWhuQ3iQbLu7bD28W/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTme3Sk_u_XpiRZ06CxklhFbq8DHl4ySKGYdLV6My2oRvpIRt5zdN8OhnQTp8QPfjhUwxca00vf8hWN/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQKXMRXkU_nYHjvxps8RHQhqRhbcsuyuOqwe0tABTMZw-WUBTFGzdaJsVOtridFdMCmIbnaci7N__2D/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQKXMRXkU_nYHjvxps8RHQhqRhbcsuyuOqwe0tABTMZw-WUBTFGzdaJsVOtridFdMCmIbnaci7N__2D/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

