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Themes
The Ravens and Jays explore four rich and exciting themes over the course 
of two years:

● Carnival (fall)

● Impact (spring)

These themes span an entire semester and begin with a fun immersion 
experience. Students participate in Humanities and Science, alternating 
each day. Both Humanities and Science are connected to the theme and 
are taught by different teachers. Often, fieldwork experiences connected 
to the learning are incorporated. The content in each curricular area 
complements the other, and students create projects incorporating 
learning from both disciplines.  The semester culminates in a Celebration 
of Learning that showcases their final projects.

● Inspired by Nature (fall)

● Cultures in Bloom (spring)
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Humanities Content
Over the course of two years, Jays and Ravens explore

● Narrative writing, poetry, economics, advertising, and 

business plans during Carnival!
● Government and community services, informative and 

persuasive writing during Impact
● Narrative writing, informational reading and writing, and 

marketing during Inspired by Nature
● Historical periods, literature, narrative and poetic 

writing, and performance during Cultures in Bloom
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Science Content
Over the course of two years, Ravens and Jays explore

● Physical motion and electricity during Carnival!
● Earth and atmospheric sciences during Impact
● Animal adaptations and engineering during Inspired by 

Nature
● Scientific investigation, the solar system, and optics 

during Cultures in Bloom
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Essential Skills
Students entering the Ravens and Jays know how to read for 
information, apply what they have learned in new contexts, 
collaborate on projects, and improve their projects with multiple 
drafts.  As they enter Grades 3 and 4, students are encouraged to:

● Build on what they may already know and stretch their 
thinking further

● Be ready to participate in discussions and share ideas
● Think outside the box - get creative!
● Have fun 
● Learn organization skills in managing time and setting goals
● Use the computer as a tool for learning (ie. research and touch 

typing)
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How We Prepare Students
By the end of fourth grade, students are prepared to 

complete long-term projects through:

● Daily objectives

● Calendars or student planners

● Checkpoints

● Conferences
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSnIYrRaWwm9mEHV4G7KBWBbcUGBM15s6x3fM1TFj-RcSv2Zbwo_NdfDLjiO6O-cCuzdNOtrlDzCruU/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNAbpc90gDrtRO6cLsQiZW7CqZHmOogHkwqAcMIDiQkeWJKPCSWGwqc0RtUmkDycP0BQrWUzqw2w6H/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://sites.google.com/heliosns.org/help/ravens-jays-34
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTLG5sPT5MqRB-s7f77QntMLoE0kpll__eusr5oN25MdSDZwE0DJLr08nrGwzy_7v2BrPSG1-dno9PS/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR1Ub49iVmQ-PKeY9SqlwaUlyvJeZ9Omc0-Eudnb5iW5jLiuWoGivNtc7tDc8tsgZfA5hfcLLRZX-K1/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR-iTG4VfmKeMYB_QYNIKZFTZIRYtv3zY6k4bpmVlvNcSoyO29PYzt073029fqNRMKe5gq2ZMgRne1F/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT58KtYwcavdoXUz6O_COPIUM-bKTWRe_FCuoK9Ep79rmL_9rQTiLzu6qulqG07ADleVAscvujPiETk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT58KtYwcavdoXUz6O_COPIUM-bKTWRe_FCuoK9Ep79rmL_9rQTiLzu6qulqG07ADleVAscvujPiETk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSTST-2aT9oAVdHVY4UW-n6S16pzA3iKPhlGNozfBgCFKCtT8EDWPng3uVUYiKEmYCNRIkE17XDuX1D/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

