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What is a Passion Project?
At Helios, a Passion Project is a chance to research and 

present a topic that the student is passionate about. 

Students learn essential life skills such as planning, 

decision making, management, and personal reflection.  

This is the time that the student becomes the teacher.  

Grades 3 and 4 are when Passion Projects begin.
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Overview
● The introduction phase to Passion Projects is to get students to 

understand that Passion Projects aren’t just about research, but 

promoting creativity and innovative thinking.  

● During the second phase of Passion Projects, students will research 

and gather information.  

● The information gathered during their journey with their passion 

topic will be showcased in a way that they choose to display their 

learning. 
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What it looks like
In the fall, we focus on learning basic research skills such as:

● Finding books in the library using the Dewey Decimal 

System

● Keeping track of sources using index cards

● Summarizing information from research

● Public speaking techniques

Students then select a passion, ask questions about it, and 

begin their research, using the skills they have learned.
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What it looks like
In the spring, students complete their research, select a 
presentation method, and prepare to share their passions.
● RESEARCH your passion topic to answer “just-right” 

questions.
● Investigate presentation types.
● Select a product to create (cumulative project).
● Create the product.
● Practice and Present.
● REFLECT!

After their presentation, students focus on transferring their 
Passion Project skills to other class projects.
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How We Prepare Students
When students move on to middle school, they have 

completed two Passion Projects. We prepare for the next 

level by choosing a meaningful topic, learning the value of 

proper research, creating and presenting a quality project, 

and learning that Passion Projects are so much more than just 

the research.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTY96SCd-R0XDsAyD7WDBmg2vUSzpXtGpF9VtTjTTqgLLWooc8WKj9KJ-_ol9gXBivuuh28WvEgzV-b/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTY96SCd-R0XDsAyD7WDBmg2vUSzpXtGpF9VtTjTTqgLLWooc8WKj9KJ-_ol9gXBivuuh28WvEgzV-b/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://sites.google.com/heliosns.org/help/ravens-jays-34
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRdainmmhamcUbZV4OoZ8JAUksx-YrGIZd6L2kVYC12cRtrTkvuO_TkupQu8ycVuESxvfq0ttLfoHgs/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQKXMRXkU_nYHjvxps8RHQhqRhbcsuyuOqwe0tABTMZw-WUBTFGzdaJsVOtridFdMCmIbnaci7N__2D/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSILaZSRpQKnE1roKzcXqdwWGdo6e2LFoJIxZfPxLthVGSDRN23iwJsnzOVlhYg86lbzFuoiK0TPioI/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vS-j6SvQJIZBVewtzWJlFY-YTx_GybPTACw1wP1zDyilclmWYww4peDhjOxqYaFV3jSiEVrt4M-Fhsr/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vS-j6SvQJIZBVewtzWJlFY-YTx_GybPTACw1wP1zDyilclmWYww4peDhjOxqYaFV3jSiEVrt4M-Fhsr/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

