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A Day in the Life
The vast majority of work that students do is completed during class 
time at school. In a typical week, students have around a half-hour of 
math homework on four nights and around 3 hours of Literature 
Circles homework spread out over the week. 

For the literature groups assignments, students read 30-80 pages 
independently per week, and then complete about 75 minutes of text- 
and quote-based independent homework questions. 

Students are strongly encouraged to begin these assignments early 
and spread them out over the course of the week. If homework 
assignments are planned and executed effectively, the total 
homework load each night should be around 30-45 minutes 
depending on the week.
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Essential Skills
● Students moving into 5th grade should be able to work 

through homework assignments in a timely manner and 
use class time effectively to complete tasks in the time 
allotted

● With the increase in workload, students will need to keep 
track of their assignments and due dates to keep from 
falling behind

● Due to the time commitment of Literature Groups 
assignments each week, the importance of paying 
attention to time management in class and at home 
increases in grades 5 and 6 as students gain more agency 
and independence over their work
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How We Prepare Students
● One of the main skills we help students develop in 5th 

and 6th grade is the ability to scaffold their own 
homework assignments and hone their time 
management skills to complete multi-day assignments.

● Also, students are encouraged to develop their 
self-advocacy skills by taking ownership of their 
homework and by communicating directly with their 
teachers when they need help on an assignment.
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https://sites.google.com/heliosns.org/help/condors-56
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQQMPycHHpYGNobOrulIwa6RGPMrNc0CpYdpL7foCD3C-Qy7oHA_8OxLuMZlHbwZMx6WgsApb88PCxz/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSILaZSRpQKnE1roKzcXqdwWGdo6e2LFoJIxZfPxLthVGSDRN23iwJsnzOVlhYg86lbzFuoiK0TPioI/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSslCPvJuC1zFxHMvBeAVIV4pr-QOj8FxJace4F5x9Mvv1_s5I7uLDip41J5HinpwnJDExZ7PWgEot_/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT58KtYwcavdoXUz6O_COPIUM-bKTWRe_FCuoK9Ep79rmL_9rQTiLzu6qulqG07ADleVAscvujPiETk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vREMHVgfD83CJOA6QTpozTK8AHVhum5ke4al-NVenYQwFdK8QEpgRjCBusmo2MIvxFU1Ucg8DWKJzK2/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSbBlUiEeFCC_6W-Pcx-6Qu9MGQeA6zRQLjUUdxhx_SZv0MHp1G5mHvBEKUZ8CSKbhASq8Us6IRn393/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQPzghJj0V4J_8fnIIHO9AMQ_bMJeOzi5cepTpUyNomMuknFYctN3GBzyo8242jOS1jji9pLLFtkn_b/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRdainmmhamcUbZV4OoZ8JAUksx-YrGIZd6L2kVYC12cRtrTkvuO_TkupQu8ycVuESxvfq0ttLfoHgs/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRdainmmhamcUbZV4OoZ8JAUksx-YrGIZd6L2kVYC12cRtrTkvuO_TkupQu8ycVuESxvfq0ttLfoHgs/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

